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class of expenditure, ranging from 125 per cent to 70 per cent over the pre-war period to August, 1918, in general the increase being around 95 to 100 per cent. The increase in the price of clothing is measured by getting the prices on about seventy-five articles of clothing used by various "members of the family from eight or ten stores in the locality, in each store getting the prices if possible on four or five leading sellers representative of each article of clothing. The increases over the period studied for each of these articles of clothing are then weighted according to the amount spent for them by the average family, and the average increase is then found.
Sundries include expenditures for insurance, organizations, furniture and furnishings, education, amusement, sickness, carfare and various miscellaneous expenditures. The increase in sundries is most dimcult to get because of the difficulty of getting proper weights and enough large samples for each locality. Most of the studies made have not measured the increase in sundries adequately. From the few careful studies made of changes in prices of sundries, it seems they increase at about the same percentage as the total of the items of the budget.
Some idea of the variation in the increased cost of living in different localities can be had by noting the following figures for the increased cost of living in various shipbuilding centers from December, 1914, to August, 1918, made by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: Baltimore, 80 per cent; Norfolk, 75 per cent; Bath, Me., 68 per cent; Philadelphia, 67 per cent; Portsmouth, N.H., 67 per cent; Chicago, 65 per cent; Boston, 65 per cent; Jacksonville, Fla., 63 per cent; Portland, Me., 63 per cent; Toledo, Ohio, 63 per cent; New York, 62 per cent; Superior Wis., 60 per cent; Beaumont, Tex., 60 per cent; Savannah, Ga., 58 per cent; Mobile, Ala., 56 per cent. Perhaps more variation is shown by these figures than really exists, because the month of August is an unsatisfactory month to get prices in, as in some cities the autumn prices are quoted and in others the prices of a former season are quoted. Thus when the month of January, 1918, was taken as the point to which to measure the increased cost of living from December, 1914, the variation was only from 40 per cent to 48 per cent for fifteen shipbuilding centers. In shipbuilding centers and localities doing large amounts of war work, perhaps the increase is slightly greater than in other cities, because in many of thes*